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We started with a favoring wind, and reached the
river of the portage, which was frozen to the depth
of half a foot; there was more snow there than else-
where, as well as more tracks of animals and Turkeys.

Navigation on the lake is fairly good from one
portage to the other, for there is no crossing to be
made, and one can land anywhere, unless one persist
in going on when the waves are high and the wind is
strong. The land bordering it is of no value, except
on the prairies. There are 8 or 10 quite fine rivers.
Deer-hunting is very good, as one goes away from
the Poutewatamis.

As we began yesterday to haul our baggage in
order to approach the portage, the Ilinois who had
left the Poutewatamis arrived, with great difficulty.
We were unable to celebrate holy mass on the day
of the Conception, owing to the bad weather and
cold. During our stay at the entrance of the river,
Pierre and Jacques killed 3 cattle and 4 deer, one of
which ran some distance with its heart split in 2.
We contented ourselves with killing 3 or 4 turkeys,
out of many that came around our cabin because they
were almost dying of hunger. Jacques brought in
a partridge that he had killed, exactly like those of
France except that it had two ruffs, as it were, of
3 or 4 feathers as long as a finger, near the head,
covering the 2 sides of the neck where there are
no feathers.

Having encamped near the portage, 2 leagues up
the river, we resolved to winter there, as it was im-
possible to go farther, since we were too much hin-
dered and my ailment did not permit me to give my-
self much fatigue. Several Ilinois passed yesterday,
on their way to carry their furs to nawaskingwe;
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